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CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 

6,  Red  Rose  Terrace, 
Chester-le-Street  . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Meinhers  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural 

District  Council. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1960. 

The  statistics  showed  tliat  there  were  littl-e  changes  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  in  so  far  as  the  Birth  and  Death  rates  were 
concerned,  but  it  was  pleasing  to  see  that  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
reached  the  lowest  level  ever  recorded  in  the  district. 

Notifiable  diseases  during  the  year  were  small  in  number. 

Scarlet  fever  figures  were  the  lowest  ever  achieved,  and  there 
were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  or  diphtheria. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  new  housing  during  the  year,  little  pro- 
gress was  m.ade  with  regard  to  housing  from  condemned  property. 

The  increase  in  the  Improvement  Grants  given  by  the  Council 
have  resulted  in  more  of  the  older  houses  being  provided  with 
essential  amenities. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors’  work  in  connection  with  food, 
hygiene,  clean  air,  and  duties  under  the  various  Acts  continued 
throughout  the  year. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I have  to  record  that  for  a large  part  of 
the  year,  Mr.  Sayer  was  absent  from  duty  on  account  of  illness. 
His  illness  has  unfortunately  led  to  his  retirement,  and  has  deprived 
the  Council  of  the  services  of  a valuable  servant. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  continued  help  and  support,  and  also  the  staff  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  their  efforts  and  enthusiasm  during  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant 


J.  L.  SIDDLE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHOR!  YY 


xMedical  Officer  of  Health — (Joint  Appointment  with  U.D.C. 
and  Durham  C.C.) 

j.  L.  SiDDLE,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 


Public  Health  Inspectors — 

Charles  W.  Robson,  m.a.p.h.i.,  c.r.s.i.  and  Certificate  in 
Meat  Inspecdon  of  the  R.S.L  (^Southern  Area). 

Tom  Sayer,  m.r.s.i.,  c.r.s.i.  and  Certificate  in  Meat 
Inspection  of  the  R.S.L  (Northern  Area). 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors — 

Robert  Reid  McDougall — m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h.,  r.p..  Certifi- 
cate for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Hugh  ¥.  L.  Davies — m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h..  Certificate  for  the 
Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Clerical  Staff 

Victor  Moore 
Olive  Roughley 


6. 

SECTION  A. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

1931 

IN  THE 

1959 

AREA 

1960 

Area  (acres) 

26,925 

22,226 

22,226 

Population 

52,991 

41,550 

41,890 

Persons  per  Acre 

1.97 

1.87 

1.88 

Inhabited  Houses 

12,026 

12,593 

12,732 

Rateable  Value  

£173,350  £407,380 

£408,826 

Penny  Rate  Product 

£635 

£1,172 

£1,573 

* Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  including  members  of  the 
armed  forces  stationed  in  area. 


Area 


The  area  of  the  Rural  District  remains  unchanged  at  22,226 
acres. 

The  density  of  the  population  for  the  year  being  1.88  persons 
per  acre. 

Industrial  and  residential  development  continued  in  the  district 
with  in  particular  industrial  growth  in  Birtley  and  Team  Valley, 
and  residential  in  Ouston,  Felton  and  in  a smaller  degree  in  other 
parts  of  .the  district. 


; ' Table  I 

' * ^ V . 

birth  rate.  DEATH-RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1960 
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Durham  County  C ouncil 

England  and  Wales  "f 

Chesterde-Street  R.D. 

■-  ' ■ ■ ■ ■ t: 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  the 
district  for  mid-year  1960  was  41,890 — a slight  increase  as  compared 
with  1959. 


The  population  trend  is  shown  by  the  figures  given  for  the 


past  ten  years. 


Reg.  General's 
Est.  population 


1951  40,670 

1952  40,710 

1953  41,430 

1954  41,110 

1955  41,160 

1956  41,160 

1957  41,120 

1958  41,240 

1959  41,550 

1960  41,890 


At  the  time  this  report  was  ready  for  the  printer  the  Prelimin- 
ary Report  on  the  1961  Census  has  been  published.  The  original 
script  under  this  heading  has,  therefore,  been  withdrawn  and  figures 
and  comments  relating  to  the  1961  Census  have  been  substituted. 

The  population  of  the  district  according  to  the  above  Report 
is  40,982.  This  compares  with  the  figure  as  shown  by  the  1951 
Census  of  40,992  and  indicates  a fall  in  population  of  10.  The 
Natural  increase  in  population  (excess  of  biiths  over  deaths)  in 
the  district  for  this  period  of  10  years  has  been  2,005  indicating  that 
there  has  been  a considerable  loss  of  population  during  the  decade. 

I'his  exodus  from  the  dis,trict  must  have  been  even  greater  than 
these  figures  indicate  since  a check  on  new  private  estates  in  the 

district  shows  that  a large  proportion  of  the  houses  are  taken  by 

persons  coming  from  outside  this  rural  district. 

BirthK 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate  as  compared  with 
1959.  Tofal  live  births  were  666  for  1959,  and  676  for  1960. 

Live  Births — 

Legitimate : 346  male,  307  female  Total  653 

Illegitimate:  15  male,  8 female  Total  23 

(3.40%  of  total  births) 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.1 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 15.6 

Still  births  (6  female,  9 male).  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  stiU)  births 


21.7 
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Deaths 

Ihe  number  of  deaths  during  1960  was  448,  compared  with 
444  ior  1959.  The  crude  death  rate  being  10.7  lor  1959,  10.7  was 
the  hgure  for  1960. 

Table  2 


LieaTis 


Ihe  following  tatie  shows  the  classification  of  deaths 

trom  an 

causes  (Registrar  General's  hgures;: 

Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

ALL 

CAUSES  

257 

191 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  diseases  

1 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

i . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

Measles 



— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 





10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

13 

9 

il. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

16 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

4 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

— 

1 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

23 

26 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaernia 

1 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

20 

30 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

62 

31 

i9. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

11 

2n 

Other  heart  diseases  ... 

22 

18 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

13 

14 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

— 

i'v-  > 

Pneumonia 

15 

12 

24. 

Bronchitis 

19 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  bf  respiratory  system 

7 

1 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

3 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

— 

1 

2H. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

o 

O 

•29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

20 

Pregnancv,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

3 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

13 

11 

33, 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

4 

4 

35. 

Suicide 

5 

1 

Hom'cide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

Table  3 


The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year. 


1959 

% of 

1960 

% of 

No.  of 

total 

No.  of 

total 

deaths 

deaths 

deaths 

deaths 

1. 

Diseases  of  heart  and 

circulatory  system  ... 

245 

55.1 

225 

50.2 

2. 

Cancer  ... 

74 

16.6 

94 

21.0 

o. 

Acute  respiratory  diseases 

87 

8.8 

52 

11.6 

4. 

Violence  (6  road  .traffic 

deaths,  8 other  violent 
causes,  6 suicide 

26 

5.8 

20 

4.4 

5. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

6 

1.8 

8 

0.67 

Chief  Causes  of  Death 

Points  of  note  in  examining  the  causes  of  death  during  1960, 
are  as  follows:  — 

1.  Diseases  of  heart  and  circulatory  systems  were  once  again  the 
main  cau^e  of  death,  although  the  proportion  of  deaths  due  to 
these  fell  slightly  as  compared  with  1959. 

(1959:  55’.1%.  1960:  50.2%). 

2.  The  proportion  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  rose  from  16.6%  of 
deaths  in  1959  to  21  % in  1960. 

o.  Deaths  from  acute  respiratory  diseases  rose  considerably  in 
1960. 

4.  Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  which  ros-e  considerably  in 
1959,  fell  from  21  in  1959  to  17  in  1960. 

5.  The  tuberculosis  deaths  were  half  in  1960  what  they  were  in 
1959  (6  in  1959;  3 in  1960). 

6.  Deaths  due  to  accidents  fell  from  20  to  14. 
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infant  Mortality 


During  the  year  there  were  15  deaths  oi  infants  under  1 year 
of  age.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  22.2  and  is  the  lowest 
hgure  ever  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  Rural  District.  The  figure 
for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  was  21.7  which  is  also  the 
lowes.t  recorded  for  the  country. 


Infant 

Mortality 

Perinatal 

Neonatal  Still  birth 

1951 

46 

43.3 

21.4 

22.3 

1952 

33 

46.5 

28.2 

23.2 

1953 

30 

37.8 

20.1 

22.4 

1954 

35 

38.7 

24.3 

18.2 

1955 

51 

35.3 

26.0 

16.1 

1956 

29 

35.7 

16.8 

23.3 

1957 

38 

52.8 

27.2 

30.8 

1958 

33 

46.4 

28.5 

23.2 

1959 

37 

53.7 

25.5 

31.9 

1960 

21.7 

34.7 

13.3 

21.7 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  for  a district:  The  number 
of  deaths  in  that  district  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  calculated 
per  1,000  live  births. 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE.  The  number  of  still  births  expressed 
per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still  births) . 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE:  The  number  of  deaths  in 
infants  under  4 WEEKS  of  age,  expressed  per  1,000  live  births. 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE:  The  combined  still  births 
and  deaths  in  the  first  WEEK  of  life,  expressed  as  a rate  per  1,000 
total  births  (live  and -still  births)  . - - 

Analysis  of  the  deaths  shows  once  again  a preponderance  of 
deaths  in  the  first  four  weeks  after  birth,  and  all  but  two  took  place 
within;  three  months  of  birth. 

The  so  called  “ preventable  deaths  " were  three  cases  of 
pneumonia. 

Prematurity  was  onoe  again  the  major  problem  being  respon- 
sible for  about  half  of  the  total  infant  deaths. 


INFANT  DEATHS  ANALYSIS  I9r.0 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROViSSONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 


(1)  Laboratory  Facilities 

In  June,  1956,  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  New  Institute  of  Pathology,  which  was  built  in  the 
grounds  of  the  General  Hospital  to  house  the  hospital  pathological 
laboratory,  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service,  and  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  The  Director  is  Dr.  J.  H.  Hale. 

(2)  Local  Health  Authority  Services 

The  Administrative  County  is  divided  up  into  twelve  areas. 
Chester-le-Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  forming  No.  4 Art  a. 
For  each  area,  a Health  Sub-Committee  has  been  appointed  to 
exercise  on  behalf  of  theCounty  Health  Committee,  certain  functions 
relating  to  services  under  the  National  Health  Services  Act  1946. 

All  day-to-day  administration  of  the  County  Service  is  carried 
out  by  County  Headquarters.  The  Area  Medical  Officer  deputises 
for  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  quarterly  meetings  of 
the  Area  Sub-Committee. 

[a)  Health  Visitor  Service 

There  are  5 Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  County  Council 
working  in  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District.  A survey  of  the 
work  done  by  them  is  given  below: — 


Visits  paid  to:  — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,872 

„ Tuberculosis  ...  ..  ...  ..  ...  ..  798 

School  Work  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  786 

General  Health  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  142 

Mental  Deficiency  ...  ...  ...  ...  il07 

.\ged  People  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  697 

Summary : — 

Ineliective  Visits  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1.338 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,440 

Number  of  effective  visits  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  11  002 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  (Routine,  other  and 
ineffective)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  509 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per  health 

visitor  ...  22 
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Climes,  etc..  Work: — Time  (as  days) 

Spent : 

(a)  at  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  ...  ...  202 

(h)  at  Chest  Clinics  and  contact  sessions  ...  136 

(c)  at  School  Head  to  Head  inspections  ...  ...  16 

(d)  at  School  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(e)  at  School  Medical  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  18 

(/)  at  Special  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(g)  at  Nursery  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


(6)  Clinics 

In  the  rural  district  daring  the  year  the  County  Council  had  3 
clinics  which  were  utilised  in  connection  with  local  health  authority 
services  in  the  district.  In  some  cases  th«e  clinics  held  in  the  Urban 
District  are  more  convenient  for  certain  of  the  rural  district 
inhabitants  so  that  these  have  been  included  in  the  table  show. 


Address  of  Centre 

Hexham  Villa, 

Birtley. 

Telephone  No.  52. 

Sessions 

[A'^ie-Natal  ...Alternate  Monday  mornings. 

^Child  Welfare  ...Fridays  weekly. 

Birth  Control  ...Alternate  Monday  after- 

Post-Natal  ...  noons. 

Vaccination  and 

Immunisation ^ ^ ^ Alternate  Monday  mornings. 
Dental  clinic  . . . 1st  and  3rd  Friday  after- 

noons 1.30  - 2.30. 

Mains  Farm  House, 

West  Lane, 

Cheste  r-  le-  Street . 
Telephone  No.  3286. 

Ante-Natal  ...  Alternate  Wednesday  morn- 

ings. 

Alternate  Thursday 
afternoons. 

Child  Welfare  ...  luesaays  weekly  & alternate 
Ihursday  mornings. 

Birth  Control  ...  Alternate  Wednesday 

Post-Natal  afternoons. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Monday  mornings  weekly. 

Alternate  Thursday 
mornings. 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall. 

West  Pel  ton. 

Ante-Natal  ...  Alternate  Wednesday 

mornings. 

Child  Welfare  Alternate  Wednesdays. 

Old  Relief  Office. 

Front  Street. 

Saci 

Child  Welfare  ...  Thursday  morning  weekly. 
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{c)  Welfare  Foods 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS 

National  dried  milk,  orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil  and  vitamin 
tablets  are  distributed  from  centres  in  the  area  as  shown. 


Address  of  Centre 

Sessions 

Hexham  Villa,  Birtley.  Tel.  No.  52 

Monday  and  Friday:  10  a.m.  to  12 
noon,  and  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Old  Relief  Office,  Front  Street, 

Sacriston 

Thursday:  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall,  -Perkinsville 

Tuesday:  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Miners'  Welfare  Hall,  West  Felton 

Wednesday:  10  a.m.  to  12  noon  and 

2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Post  Office,  Great  Lumley  ... 

Monday  to  Friday:  9 a.m.  to  5 p.m. 
Saturday:  9 a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Methodist  Church,  Nettlesworth 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  every 

month:  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall,  Kibblesworth 

3rd  Wednesday  every  month  : 10 
a.m.  to  12  noon. 

.? 

Chester-le-Street,  Mains  House,  West 

Tuesday  & Friday  all  day 

Lane. 

{d)  Domiciliary  Midwifery  6*  Home  Nursing  Services 

The  following  statements  give  details  of  the  work  done  and  the 
staff  employed: — 


Included  in  in  this  table-  Patients  65  years  & over  — 351  with  12.834  visits 

Patients  5 years  & undtr  • — 47  with  496  visits 

Injections  only  — 12,600  visits 
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Midwifery  Maternity  Hospital  Discharges 


[e)  Ambulance  Service 

The  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  is  served  principally  by 
the  ambulance  depot  situated  at  Osborne  Road,  Chester-le-Street.  This 
depot  has  an  establishment  of  1 Depot  Super,  11  Driver- attendants, 
and  7 vehicles.  The  depot  operates  from  8 a.m.  — 8 p.m. 
Monday  to  Friday;  8 a.m.  — 4 p.m.  Saturday,  and  is  closed 
on  Sunday.  The  remainder  of  each  24  hours  is  now  covered  by 
vehicles  from  the  Durham,  New  Herrington  or  Stanley  depots. 
Overall  control  is  exercised  by  a central  control  at  Durham  where, 
by  a system  of  direct  telephone  lines  and  radio,  close  supervision 
is  kept  on  vehicles  operating  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  thus 
enabling  any  area  to  be  reinforced  as  necessary. 

All  requests  for  amoulance  transport  in  the  area  are  made  to 
the  central  control  at  Durham,  where  a 24-hour  service  is  main- 
tained. Tel.  No.  Durham  3421. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Chester- 
le-Street  depot  during  the  year,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  these 
figures  will  include  patients  from  areas  other  than  the  Rural 
District  and  that  the  conveyance  of  patients  residing  in  the  rural 
district  is  not  restricted  to  the  Chester-le-Street  Depot,  but  may  be 
undertaken  by  vehicles  from  other  depots  passing  through  the  area. 


No  of 
Journeys 

Patients 

Stretcher  | 

carried 

Sitting 

Total 

Mileage 

. 5098 

2259 

15947 

18206 

102,887 

(/)  Domestic  Help 

Domestic  helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  where 
necessary  in  cases  of  sickness,  childbirth,  infirmity  or  other  house 
bold  emergencies. 


t.: ...  Domestic -Help  cases  during  19f)0. 

Cases  attended  1/1/60: 

New  cases  during  year  ... 

Cases  terminated  ... 

. : Cases  attended  on  21  /.12  / 60.  ... 

: - No.  of  home  helps  employed  31/12/60. 


231 

58 

55 

234 

137 


Number  of  cases  provided  during  year 

. (a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  — 

{b)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■.  - 

(c)  Chronic  sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  ...  ...  279 

(fi^)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ■ 8 
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Probiems  contLiue  to  arise,  and  the  home  helps  have  been 
invaluable  in  tackling  cases  which  meant  working  in  difficult  and 
often  unpleasant  conditions.  One  often  wonders  how  such  cases 
were  dealt  with  before  this  service  came  into  bsmg. 

yr)  Prevention  of  Illness  Care  and  Aftercare 

Under  this  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the 
ilurham  County  Council  supply  nursing  requisites  on  loan  to  those 
needing  triem.  A toe  is  charged,  the  assessment  oi  which  depends 
on  income  and  the  type  of  article  oorrowed.  All  the  articles  are 
stored  in  Durham  City  and  have  to  be  brought  out  to  the  place 
where  they  are  required. 

(i:')  School  jieaiih  Service 

Pile  School  Health  bervice  is  run  by  the  Durham  County 
Council  from  the  headquarters  in  Durham  City. 

The  clinic  for  the  bulk  of  Chester-ie-Street  Rural  District  school 
children  is  in  Birtley.  The  clinic  is  open  daily  and  is  attended  on 
Monday  and  Wednesday  by  a School  Medical  Officer. 

Routine  medical  inspections  of  children  are  carried  out  in  the 
schools  by  a School  Medical  Officer. 

(3)  Hospital  Services 

The  population  of  the  district  are  in  the  main  dealt  with  by  the 
Durham  Group  of  Hospitals.  Those  situated  in  Chester-le-Street 
are  the  General  Hospital  and  Infectious  Disease  Hospital. 

The  General  Hospital  in  Chester-le-Street  caters  for  both  acute 
and  chronic  illness. 

(4)  Executive  Council  Service 

The  executive  council  for  the  County  of  Durham  is  responsible 
for  the  administration  and  general  management  of  the  P'amily 
Practitioner  Services  in  the  District. 

The  Practitioner  Services  include  the  Farnily  Doctor  Service, 
the  Dental  Service,  the  Eye  Service,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Ser- 
vice,  all  of  which  provide  the  patient  with  the  individual  medical 
attention  that  he  needs. 

(5)  Health  Education 

The  sound  film  projector  which  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  and  is  available  for  use  by  District  Medical  Officers,  is 
utilised  in  the  district. 

Members  of  the  Health  Department  attended  various  organisa- 
tions during  the  year  to  give  talks  on  health  topics. 

Suitable  leaflets  and  posters  are  sent  to  the  General  Practitioners 
in  the  district  for  use  in  their  surgery  waiting  rooms. 
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The  booklet  called  “ Better  Health  which  is  published  by 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  is  now  supplied  to  General 
Practitioners,  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  Head 
Teachers  in  the  District. 


(6)  Care  of  the  Aged:  Hospital  Accommodation. 

During  the  year,  it  was  necessary  in  one  case  to  take  action 
under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  to  remove 
an  old  man  to  hospital. 

Before  such  formal  action  is  taken  to  obtain  a Magistrate’s 
Order,  everything  possible  is  done  to  deal  with  the  case  on  a volun- 
tary basis. 

When  such  cases  arise  in  the  district  full  co-operation  is  always 
obtained  from  the  hospital  staff,  as  it  was  in  this  case. 


Hostel  Accommodation  (Part  III)  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

The  County  Council  provide  this  accommodation  in  the 
district. 

There  is  no  hostel  in  the  Rural  District  and  anyone  needing 
such  accommodation  must  go  outside  the  Rural  District  to  obtain 
k.  There  is  a modern  hostel  in  Chester-le-Street  with  limited 
accommodation. 

Further  provisior  of  this  amenity  is  desirable  in  the  Rural 
District,  as  there  is  still  frequently  a long  wait  for  anyone  requiring 
accommodation. 

The  problem  of  cases  on  the  borderline  between  hospital  and 
hostel  continues,  and  it  is  miainly  by  the  use  of  the  Home  Help 
Service  that  such  cases  can  be  alleviated. 

The  provision  of  meals  on  wheels  which  it  is  expected  will 
develop  in  parts  of  the  district  shortly,  will  be  an  additional  help 
in  these  cases. 
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SECTION  C . 

SANITARY  CiaCJlVISTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  Water 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  three  water  undertakings — 
die  Xewcastle  b.  Gateshead  Water  Company,  the  National  Coal 
Board  (Lambton,  Hetton  and  Joicey  Ltd),  and  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board.  The  distribution  system  is  complex,  and  in 
addition  to  direct  supplies  the  Council  distribute  water. 

Newcashe  Water  Order  was  confirmed  during  the  year.  The 
Order  transferred  part  of.  the  District  Councihs  supply  at  Fatheld 
t3  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 

Other  negotiaticns  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  supply  con- 
tinued during  the  year. 

Regular  sampling  of  the  supplies  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  gave  the  following  results: — 

Class  Class  Class  Class 

Mmistiy  of  Health’s  recom-  ^ ^ 

mendation  ...  ...  50+%  bO+%  l00%  0 

Samples  Durham  County  40  f78%)  5 (88%)  3 (94%)  3 

Samples  other  uuderiakings  70  (85%)  7 (94%)  3 (98%)  2 

In  each  case  where  a sample  did  not  come  into  Class  1,  any 
action  necessary  was  taken,  and  in  all  cases  subsequent  samples 
were  found  tO  be  satisfactory. 

Samples  were  sent  for  full  chemical  analysis,  and  the  results 


arc  tabulated  below. 

Analyst’s  Reports 

C'lerriical  Results 

Ncle.  & Durham 

Gateshead  City  Wate 
Water  Co.  Board 

parts  per  million 

Total  f^oLds  dried  at  180 °C  . 

505 

80 

Chlorine  as  chloride?  ... 

30  2 

12,4 

Free  Ammonia  ... 

0.02 

0.06 

Albuminoid  ammonia  .. 

0 04 

0.02 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

3.5 

0.5 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.  at  80°F)  ... 

1.0 

3.3 

Total  hardness 

413 

59 

Non-carbonate  hardness 

107 

46 

Carbonate  hardness 

306 

13 

Lead  and  Copper 

None 

None 

Iron 

None 

Trace 

Appearance  and  colour 

Clear  & almo  t 
colourless 

Clear  & pale 
yellow 

Smell  and  Taste 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactoi  v 

P.H.  Value  ‘ ... 

7.6 

6.8 
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National  Coal  Board. 

This  sample  of  water  is  of  satisfactory  organic  purity,  it  is  also 
practically  coloudess  and  clear,  and  is  free  from  odour  or  taste. 

The  water  is  very  hard,  and  although  chemical  analysis  shows 
it  to  be  suitable  for  drinking  it  is  not  so  satisfactory  for  other 
domestic  use. 

Durham  County  Water  Board 

This  sample  of  water  is  of  reasonably  satisfactory  organic 
purity  and  it  is  free  from  deposit,  odour  or  taste. 

Judged  by  chemical  analysis  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
water  is  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 

2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Birtley. 

During  the  year  approval  was  given  to  the  first  phase  of  the 
Birtley  Scheme — new  works  site  to  Bog  Lane  Sewerage  Scheme 
and  .the  Rowletch  Burn  Improvement  Scheme.  The  supplementary 
scheme  for  extension  to  this  sewer  was  submitted  for  approval 
during  the  year. 

Floaters  Mill,  Lumley  Burn. 

Approval  was  given  during  the  year  to  this  scheme;  this 
involves  a new  pumping  station,  which  will  replace  the  existing 
Floaters  Mill  Sewage  Works,  and  will  discharge  to  the  Sedgeletch 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  (Houghton-le-Spring  Urban  District). 

The  sewer  for  the  existing  and  new  development  at  Boundary 
Houses  was  linked  with  the  outfall  to  the  Sedgeletch  Works,  with 
a resultant  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Lumley  Burn. 

Plawsworth. 

By  .the  end  of  the  year  a scheme  had  been  submitted  and 
approval  was  awaited. 

3.  Closet  Accommodation 

No  conversions  were  carried  out  during  1960. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  houses  in  the  district  which  had 
no  water  closet  remained  much  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year. 

4.  Public  Cleansing 

This  service  has  continued  satisfactorily  during  1960. 
Information  under  foregoing  paragraphs  1,  2,  3 and  4 has  been 
largely  supplied  by  the  Surveyor. 

5.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Again  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  x\ct  have  been  largely 
abated  by  persuasion,  it  being  necessary  to  serve  4 formal  notices. 
79  informal  notices  were  served. 
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1 

j Number  of 
Informal 

I Notices 

1 Served 

Ml  111  M M i 1 1 M M ! i ^ 

i 

Number  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
Served 

111  1 i 1 1 i i 1 1 1 1 1 1 <og  1 Is 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Petroleum  Contofidated  Act,  1928 

Legal 

Proceedings 
& General 

Remarks 

Ot 


The  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  the  responsible  figures  in 
connection  with  this  Act. 

46  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of 
59,425  gallons  of  petrol.  5 licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of 
1,470  tons,  17  cwt.,  3 qtr.,  12  lbs.  of  calcium  carbide  and  two 
licences  were  granted  for  the  storage  of  160  gallons  of  naphtha. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA  Table 
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Fable  6 


Summary  of  Works  carried  out 


Defective  W.C.  ... 

Defective  ceilings 
Defective  stonework 
Defective  W.C.  basin 
Defective  wallplaster 
Defective  W.C.  wood  seat 
Defective  door 
Defective  walls 
Defective  floors 
Defective  range 
Defective  pointing 
Defective  woodwork 
Defective  fireplaces 
Defective  oven 
Defective  roof 
Defective  eaves  gutters 
Defective  downspouts 
Defective  drain 
Defective  brickwork 
Defective  chimney  stack 
Defective  window  frames 
Defective  rain  water  pipe 
Defective  sink 
Defective  concrete  floors 
Defective  sink  waste  pipe 
Defective  hopper  head 
Defective  fire  bars 
Broken  tiles 

Broken  concrete  yard  surface 
Broken  sashcords  of  windows 
Broken  surround  to  yard  gulley 
Burst  pipe 
Dampness 

Floors  with  woodworm 
Leaking  roof 
Leaking  W.C.  basin 
Lack  of  water  supply 
Missing  downspouts 
Missing  eavesgutters 
Overflow  from  W.C. 

Smoking  kitchen  range 


6 

8 

1 

4 

17 
2 
3 
6 

7 

8 

18 
3 

3 

4 

23 
10 
4 
2 
f J 

4 
8 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

3 

5 
1 
2 

28 
- ) 
11 
1 
1 
0 
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Table  7 


7.  Rats  and  iV!!ce  (Prevention  and  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949) 


Dwelling 

Houses 

{inc. 

Local  Council 
Auth'ty  Houses) 

All 

Other 

{inc.  Total  of  Agri- 
B'ness  Cols.  (1)  cul- 
P’mses  (2)  & (3)  tural 

I. 

Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District  (Notes 

1 and  2)  

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(D 

(5) 

105 

12,732  1,102 

13,939 

176 

II. 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
as  a result  of: — 

(a)  Notification  ... 

1 

191 

20 

212 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

16 

2 

4 

22 

— 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when 
visited  other  purpose) 











III. 

Total  inspections  carried  out — 
including  re-inspections  (To 
be  completed  only  if  figures 
are  readily  available) 

105 

432 

70 

657 

28 

IV. 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
(in  Sect.  II)  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by: — 
(a)  Rats — 

Major 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Minor 

12 

102 

9 

123 

— 

(b)  Mice — 

Major 











Minor 

3 

90 

14 

107 

— 

V. 

Number  of  infested  properties 
IV)  

17 

193 

24 

234 

(in  Sect.  IV)  treated  by  the 
L.A.  (Figures  should  NOT 
exceed  those  given  at  Sect. 

VI. 

Total  treatments  carried  out — 
including  re-treatments  (To 
be  completed  only  if  figures 
are  readily  available) 

‘'8 

406 

48 

502 

The  general  condition  of  the  area  is  reasonably  satisfactory. 
Leaflets  illustrating  methods  for  householders,  and  detailing  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  together  with  the  Threshing  and  Dismantling 
of  Ricks  Regulations,  1950,  are  available  from  the  Health 
Department. 
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S.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

Ihere  are  two  Public  Swimming  Baths  in  the  district.  The 
Lambton  Baths  are  covered,  and  the  Birtley  are  open  air  baths. 

Both  are  supplied  by  mains  water,  and  have  filtration  and 
chlorination  plants. 

The  bacteriological  standard  of  the  water  in  these  baths  is 
that  expected  of  drinking  water,  i.e.  no  Coliform  Bac,  in  100  c.c. 

Of  12  samples  taken  at  these  baths,  two  did  not  achieve  the 
above  standard,  but  follow  up  samples  were  satisfactory.  Failure 
of  an  occasional  sample  to  comply  with  the  standard  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  water  is  dangerous,  but  is  looked  upon 
as  an  indication  that  the  processing  should  be  checked. 

9.  Disinfestation,  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs,  Flies,  etc. 

Hi)  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


10.  Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  deposit  gauge  and  three  S.0.2  candles  continued  to  be 
used  in  the  district  during  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
the  degree  of  pollution. 

These  are  unfortunately  static,  and  can  be  used  to  only  a 
limited  extent  for  comparison  on  different  parts  of  the  Rural 
District. 

It  is  hoped  in  the  future,  that  a more  mobile  method  of  investi- 
gation will  be  brought  into  use. 

No  further  steps  were  taken  with  regard  to  smoke  control  areas 
during  the  year,  but  observations  on  factory  chimneys  were  con- 
tinued by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1 of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) . 

Occu- 

N umber  Number  of  piers 

on  Inspec-  Written  prose- 
Register  tions  notice  cuted 


Premises 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4 and  (5  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  ... 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Authority 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  b\'  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) 


82 


48 


14 


402 


253 


TOTAL 


132 


669 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 

Housing  statistics  for  the  year  are  given  below;  firstly  shovviiig 
action  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to  existing  properties; 
secondly  figures  for  completion  of  new  houses,  and  lastly  allocation 
of  houses. 


Housing  Statistics 

HI.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

A — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied  79 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  serving  formal  notices  4 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

B — Proceedings  under  section  16  and  17  of  the  Housing 

Act  1957:— 

(1)  Number  ot  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . 78 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  m 

respect  of  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
a Closing  Order  w'as  made 
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New  Houses 

Building  of  Council  houses  commenced  in  1947  after  the  War, 
and  the  following  is  the  progress: 
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The  figure  of  38  new  permanent  houses  completed  were  aged 
persons’  bungalows. 
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Allocation  of  Houses  During  the  Year 
List 

Direct  Overcrowding  ... 

B Overcrowding  and  living  in  ... 

Bl  Length  of  time  married  and  living  in 
C Dangerous  property 

M.O.H.  r'^^comm.endation 
Homeless  on  Eviction  ... 

Condemned  property  

x^ged  persons’  list  ... 

Single  persons’  list  ... 


In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  105  transfers  and  exchanges 
granted,  involving  189  families,  largely  relieving  over-crowding,  on 
health  grounds,  economic  reasons  and  to  place  people  nearer  to 
work. 

The  figures  showing  the  allocation  of  houses  during  the  year 
have  been  supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager. 

General  Remarks  on  Housing 

New  Council  houses  erected  during  the  year  numbered  38,  all  of 
which  were  Aged  Persons’  Bungalows. 

Further  building  is  under  way  again,  and  an  increased  flow  of 
houses  should  show  itself  once  more  in  due  course. 

Re-housing  from  Condemned  Property 

Re-housed  into  Council  Houses  from  condemned  property: 


1954  

...  12 

1955  

..  36 

1956  

...  57 

1957  ...  ... 

...  228 

1958 

...  95 

1959  .. 

5 

1960  

...  3 

years  

...  436 

Only  three  families  were  housed  from  condemned  property  into 
council  houses  during  the  year. 


19 


9 

4 

3 

59 

9 
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Condemnation  of  Unfit  Houses 

During  the  year  two  Clearance  Areas  were  declared. 

Byron  Row,  Edmondsley.  Clearance  Area  5 houses 

Llackburns  Buildings,  Edmondsley.  Clearance  Area  9 houses 
In  both  cases  the  Orders  were  eventually  confirmed  by  the 
?,Iini?-.ter  without  any  need  for  Public  Enquiry. 

Condemnation  of  other  houses  was  as  individual  unfit  houses 
reported  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  the  Committee. 

The  number  of  houses  condemned  during  the  year  was  as 
under. 

In  Clearance  Areas:  ...  ...  ...  ...  t..  14 

Individual  Houses:  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 


Total  condemned:  ...  86 


Figures  for  the  previous  years  are:  1957 — 211;  1958 — 30; 
1959^106. 

Inspections  of  properties  continued  in  preparation  for  further 
.\reas  to  be  dealt  with. 

On  31st  December,  1960,  there  were  220  condemned  houses  still 
occupied. 

Improvement  Grants 

The  number  of  improvement  grants  made  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  showed  a further  considerable  rise  over  the  figure 
for  1959. 

There  are  still  in  the  district  large  numbers  of  houses  which 
could  be  b''ou'^ht  up  to  a more  reasonable  standard  by  use  of  this 
procedure.  The  number  of  private  houses  without  baths  is  still 
in  the  regmn  of  4,000,  and  the  number  without  piped  hot  water 
appears  to  be  over  2,000. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  grants  dealt  with  was  as 
fellows:  — 

Discretionary  Grants — 9;  Standard  Grants — 113. 

Medical  Priority  Rehousing 

Cases  investigated  claiming  medical  priority  for  rehousing 
numbered — 41 . 

The  resuhs  of  the  investigations  were  as  follows: — 

Grounds  for  claiming  priority 
T.B.  Other  Diseases 

Number  recommended  tor  Re  Housing 

to  the  Housing  Committee  ...  ...  ...  6 19 

Number  granted  priority  rehousing  ..  ...  6 16 
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SECTION  E . 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

General 

A considerable  part  of  ,the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  time  is 
devoted  to  work  in  connection  with  food  and  food  premises. 

Besides  the  routine  duties,  it  is  necessary  occasionally  to  spend 
a considerable  time  on  the  investigation  of  complaints  concerning 
food. 

During  the  year  the  Slaughter-house  Report  called  for  by  the 
Minister  was  submitted.  At  the  time  there  were  only  two  slaughter- 
houses in  use  in  the  area.  The  report  indicated  that  the  Council 
were  of  the  opinion  that  the  slaughter-house  facilities  in  and  around 
the  district  were  adequate. 

The  reduction  in  the  use  of  sinaller  slaughter-houses  in  the 
district  means  more  transportation  of  meat  from  outside  the  area, 
requiring  more  attention  by  the  Inspectors  to  the  hygienic  trans- 
port and  handling  of  the  food. 

With  regard  to  the  supervision  of  milk  supplies,  changes  in  the 
law  at  the  end  of  the  year  resulted  in  some  loss  of  responsibilit} 
to  the  County  Council.  Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation^ 
Regulations,  1960,  the  County  Council  became  the  licensing 
Authority  for  designated  milk. 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

On  the  register  at  31st  December,  I960'. 

Dairies  (not  dairy  farms)  ...  ,..  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Following  licences  issued  during  1960. 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  the  designation  T.T.  ...  ...  9 

(c)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regu- 

lations, 1949 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  1960. 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  special  designation  Pasteurised  26 
Dealers’  Licences  to  use  special  designation  Sterilised  ...  84 

Dealers'  Licences  to  use  special  designation  T.T. 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Supplementary  Licences  for  above  ...  _..  ...  18 
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(d)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Premises  registered  under  Act: 

Ice  Cream  Sale  and  Storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Premises  manufacturing  Sausages,  Potted  Meats  and 

Preserved  Foods  60 


Ice  Craa.n  Sampling 

Grade  1 

12 

Grade  2 

3 

Grade  3 

— 

Grade  4 

1 

iVlilk  Sampling 

Nc 

).  conforming 

No.  not 

No.  o± 

to  required  conforming  t 

Type 

Samples 

standard 

standaril 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

30 

30 

— 

Pasteurised 

43 

42 

1 

Sterilised 

13 

13 

— 

Tuberculin  tested 

25 

21 

4 

1 otal 

111 

Number  of  Other  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

Restaurants  and  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *3 


Shops 


Butchers 

17 

General  Dealers /Grocers 
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Greengrocers 

6 

Confectionery 

26 

Wet  Fish  

3 

Fried  Fish  

27 

Licensed  Premises  (Hotels  and  Bars, 

including  Work- 

men's  Clubs)  ... 

68 

Only  two  slaughterhouses  operated  in  the  district  during  the 
year.  The  majority  of  butchers  now  obtain  meat  direct  from  the 
wholesalers  in  Newcastle.  This  meat  is  of  course  inspected  at  the 
slaughterhouse. 


The  [able  below  gives  details  of  the  animals  killed  in  .the  dis- 
tncL,  and  of  the  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Fable  9 

MEAT  INSPECTiON 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

No.  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  licensed  slaughtermen  ...  ...  7 

74  8 animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year. 


Carcases  and  Offal  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

Calves  and  Pigs 

Lambs  Horses 

No.  killed  (if  known)  ... 

99 

45 

— 434 

170  — 

No.  inspected 

99 

45 

— 434 

170  — 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci — • 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

11 

19 



19  — 

Percentage  of  the  No.  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

11.1 

42  2 

— 

11.2  — 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

25  — 

Percentage  of  the  No.  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  ... 

— 

— 

— — 

14.7  — 

The  following  meat  and  ciher  foods  were  condemned  and  dealt 
with  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Food;—- 


lbs. 

ozs. 

Bovine  livers 

...  240 

8 

Bovine  lung  ... 

29 

0 

Pig  heads 

...  345 

0 

Pig  lungs 

...  107 

0 

Pig  liver 

50 

0 

Pig  plucks  , . . 

24 

0 

Hind  quarter  beef 

26 

0 

Total 

...  821 

8 

Total  weight  condemned:  7 cwts.,  1 qtr.,  9 lbs.,  8 ozs. 


The  Public  Health  Inspectors  examined  in  addition,  large  quan- 
tities of  other  foodstuffs,  and  where  necessary  condemned  it  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption.  The  figures  for  this  are  given  below. 

The  large  quantity  under  the  heading  Assorted  Cheese,  chutney, 
etc.,  was  dealt  with  at  a distribution  centre  for  these  foodstuffs,  and 
wa^-  in  the  main,  stock  which  had  become  out  of  date. 


lbs. 

ozs. 

lbs.  ozs. 

Tinned  meat 

758 

14 

Salad  creams  and 

Tinned  fish 

48 

8 

mixed  cheese 

Tinned  fruit 

367 

8 

spreads,  marga- 

Tinned soup 

2 

8 

rine  and  chutney 

26135  0 

Tinned  .tomatoes  ... 

169 

8 

Tinned  Rice  Pud.... 

4 

104 

28056  0 

^inned  chicken  and 

ham 

— 

12 

Tinned  vegetables 

401 

8 

Tinned  creamed  rice 

— 

154 

Tinned  chicken 

8 

0 

Tinned  milk 

120 

4 

Cereal  

3 

0 

Puddings  ... 

11 

12 

Bacon  

12 

0 

Beef  sausage 

7 

4 

Butter  

4 

0 

Total  weight  condemned:  12  ton,  10  cwt.,  2 qtr. 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  total  number  ot  notifications  received  during  1960  was  189, 
a decrease  of  523  on  1959. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1959  produced  18  cases  notified  in  the  district,  which  figure 
fell  to  9 in  1960.  This  is  the  smallest  number  of  notifications  in  one 
year  ever  received  in  the  district. 

As  Table  No.  12  shows,  even  as  recently  as  1951  the  figure 
was  133. 

Diphtheria 

No  cases  were  notified  during  1960. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  there  have  been  orlv  4 
cases  in  .the  past  10  years,  and  none  in  the  past  5 years. 


Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths,  19  51.60 

1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  l958  1959  1960 

No.  of  Cases  21001  00  000 

Deaths  0 0 0 0 n 0 0 o C 0 


D’phtheria  Immunisat'on 

Numbers  imnumised  against  diphtheria  during  the  year  were 
as  under:  — 

Primary  0-5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Primary  5-15  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  ...  33 


Boosters 


130 


85 


Ihe  table  below  shows  the  number  of  children  under  15  years  of 
age  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time 
UD  to  Decem.ber  31st,  1960.  Calculated  from  these  figures  about 
60%  of  all  children  below  the  age  of  15  years  have  been  protected. 
vVe  should  not  be  content  until  the  percentage  is  at  least  70%. 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1960. 


Age  at 

Under 

11/12/  t-O 
i.e.,  born 

1 

1 

- 

3 

4 

5 

6 

in  the 

year 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

99 

333 

336 

328 

325 

345 

3^1 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

4l  3 

424 

414 

444 

447 

522 

.51  5 

50o 

5812 

Diphtheria/Whooping  Cough  Combined  Immunisation 

Numbers  immunised  against  diphtheria /whooping  cough  com- 
bined during  the  year  were  as  under:  — 

Primary  0-5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  394 

Primary  5-15  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Total  ...  401 


roosters 


47 
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Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  were  nudfied  during  die  year.  There  were  none 
notified  in  1959,  and  for  the  three  years  prior  to  this  there  had 
been  one  each  year. 

Polio  Vaccination. 

This  continued  throughout  the  year;  the  numbers  treated  are 
given  below. 

There  had  been  ample  supplies  of  vaccine,  and  by  the  end  of 
the  year  the  position  was  such  that  there  was  no  waiting  list  of 
persons  wishing  to  be  vaccinated. 

Figures  for  the  year  were  as  under:  — 

1st  Injection  ...  ...  ...  178 

2nd  Injectior  . . ...  ...  204 

Brd  Injection  ...  ...  ...  2525 

Measles 

As  expected  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified  fell  con- 
siderably, and  is  only  31  as  compared  with  566  in  1959. 

The  number  notified  during  the  year  were  as  under: — 


Notification  of  Measles 

1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  I960 

No.  of 

Cases  224  724  188  108  643  41  868  iQ  566  31 

Whooping  Cough 

The  year  showed  a slight  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  notified 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year;  the  figures  being  64  in  1960 
as  compared  with  5'3  in  1959. 


Notification  of 

Whooping  Cough 

No.  of 

1951 

1952  1953  1954 

1955  1956  1957  1958 

1959 

1960 

Cases 

120 

126  169  87 

191  123  160  91 

53 

64 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

(See  page  35  for  combined  immunisation)  ....  - 

Numbers  immunised  against  whooping  cough  during  the  year 
were  as  under: — 

Primary  5-15  years  ...  ...  7 

Primary  0-5  years  ...  ...  i 

Total  ...  8 


Boosters 


NIL 


a? 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

ihere  were  three  deaths  irom  this  disease  during  the  year — 
this  is  the  smallest  number  recorded  for  the  district. 

New  notifications  rose  slightly  from  22  in  1959  to  26  in  1960. 

Of  these,  18  were  from  the  three  Parishes  of  Birtley,  Pelton 
and  Sacriston  (69%). 

Once  again  males  predominated,  being  16  as  compared  with 
10  females. 

As  has  been  the  case  generally  for  some  years,  the  new  male 
cases  were  in  the  main  in  the  older  age  group,  whilst  the  females, 
with  one  exception  all  came  into  the  15-44  age  groups.  Out  of  the 
If)  female  cases  notified,  7 were  in  the  age  group  15-24  years. 


Notifications  and  Deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosa^ 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955  1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

No.  of 

Cases  56 

67 

26 

49 

30  23 

24 

4l 

22 

26 

Deaths  9 

10 

8 

6 

7 5 

6 

5 

5 

3 

CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT 
B.C.G.  Vaccination 

B.C.G. 

The  B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme  was  continued  in  the  district. 


The  scheme  began  in 

1955 

in  Birtley  alone. 

and  in 

1956  was 

extended  to  cover  the 

whole 

district.  1960  is 

therefore  the  sixth 

year  for  Birtley,  and  the  nfth 

1 for  the  rest  of  the  district. 

School  Results  of  Tuberculin  Test 

Number 

Positive 

Negative  % 

Positive 

Vaccinated 

Oir.le\  So  a ill  Mod. 

21 

35 

34 

34 

Birtley  George  St. 

12 

i8 

38 

18 

Birtley  R.C. 

3 

26 

10 

26 

Birtley  East  Mod. 

56 

95 

39 

93 

Pelton  Mod. 

20 

40 

30 

40 

Grange  Villa 

5 

13 

26 

1 3 

Pelton  Roseberry 

8 

26 

21 

26 

West  Pelton  Co. 

5 

^ ) 

18 

22 

Sacriston  Sec.  Mod. 

21 

26 

42 

26 

Edmondsley  Co. 

4 

13 

21 

13 

Fatfield  Mod. 

5 

17 

2i 

1 7 

Fence  Hcuisca  Mod. 

49 

92 

33 

92 

Sacriston  R.C. 

3 

4 

42 

4 

TOTALS 

212 

427 

31.8 

424 

38 


Mass  X-Ray 

The  figures  below  show  the  results  of  the  visits  made  by  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  the  district  during  1960. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICAL  INFORMATION 

Male  Female 

Total 

No.  X-Rayed — miniature  films 

...  2123 

1057 

3180 

No.  recalled  for  large  films 

51 

12 

63 

Abnormalities  Revealed — 

Tuberculosis 

6 

2 

8 

Other  conditions  ... 

95 

27 

122 

39 


Table  lU. 


1959  1960 


Age  at  Death 

No.  of 
deaths 

% 

No.  of 
deaths 

% 

Under  1 year  

25 

5.7 

I5 

3.4 

1-4  years 

3 

0.6 

2 

05 

5-14  years 

1 

0.3 

3 

07 

15-24  years 

3 

0.6 

1 

O.J 

25-44  years 

22 

4.6 

17 

3.8 

45-64  years 

123 

27.8 

117 

26  0 

65-74  years 

100 

22.6 

124 

27.8 

75  years  and  upwards  ... 

167 

37.8 

169 

37.0 

Table  11 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  15  PARISHES  FORMING  THE 
CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


1 

i 

Pop. 

!951 

( enau.-i 

Acreage 

(acres) 

lotal 
No.  of 
Inhabited 
Houses  j 

1 

1 o of 

Council 
j Houses 

Deaths 

Biddick  South 

41 

348 

10  1 

Birtley 

12232 

1429 

3389  i 

1897 

129 

Bournmoor 

1588 

513 

573  i 

224 

19 

Edmondsley  ... 

1600 

2099 

394 

206 

' 17 

Harraton 

1 3057 

2669 

1143  1 

337 

43 

Lambton 

: 80 

697 

28  i 

10 

Lamesley 

: 3346 

5679 

1321  ! 

605 

31 

Lumley  Great 

' 1525 

1642 

621 

507 

20 

Lumley  Little 

1383 

875 

377 

10 

9 

Ouston 

991 

641 

297 

149 

9 

Pelton 

' 5826 

926 

1819 

658 

69 

Plawsworth  ... 

1762 

1248 

454 

248 

16 

Sacriston 

' 4871 

910 

1540 

483 

52 

Urpeth 

2046 

1825 

592 

103 

18 

Waldridge 

644 

725 

174 

6 

1 40992 

i 

' 22226 

12732  1 

342.5 

448 

Due  to  Quarterly  Infectious  Retu-'n 
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Tablk  12. 

Infectious  Disease  Notifications  since  1951. 


l^oidscH  05  P&AOU10'}! 


p9yi50K  -OM  1650X 


aspiipyB^ 

q^gdjfi 

U05SUDB 

q^JOMSAVBia 

uo5'0a 

u04-no 

gn+iT  A9nuna 

)^9J0  A9iranT; 

jtoiseai'Ba 

uoiqui'B'q 

U05'BJIBH 

i£9ispuouipa 

joouiuanog 

CO 

LiJ 

to 

< 

LiJ 

D 


to 

D 

0 

h- 

U 


A0i5Jfa 

q^nos  Jioippia 

J9qra909  a 


aequiGAO^ 


J9qo500 

J9qai  05(l0g 


isnany 

.^rnr 


9unf 


itiJK 


ludy 


qoi'Bi\[ 


Aj'cnaq0x 

Ajt’tlU'Bp 

dn  gL 
fl  05  C9 


t9  05 


ff  05  9Z 


fZ  05  §i 


05  e 


> 05  I 


T J9pnn 


r:  f 


»ft  t-(  If5  (M 


— CO 


CJ5  lO 

00  cd 


CO  ; 
eo”  CO 


i " 


tE-l 


N.B.  Group  Nos.  refer  to  Iniei  mediate  List  of  150  causes  (International  Classification) 
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Total  ... 

0-4  ... 

5-14  ... 

15-24  ... 

25-44  ... 

4.5-G4  ... 

05-74  ... 

75  and 

upwards 

Age 

Group 

1 

Buccal 

Cavity 

(A44) 

- 

1 

: : 

CO 

; i g 

Stomach 

(A46) 

to 

W Oi  1 

: : cc  ; : : : ^ 

1 

Intestines 

except 

Rectum 

(A47) 

OS 

woH^:  : : : 

to  CO  ^ 

Rectum 

(A48) 

:::::::  h- 

OS 

: : ; : 2 
4^  yi  <i  . . . . 

Trachea 

Lungs 

ETL. 

(A50) 

- 

toH-K-i  : : i 

Breast 

(A51) 

- 

Uterus 
(A52  & 53) 

to 

to 
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Table  15 


I nc  following  table  gives  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district  for 
1960  and  pre\i('us  years: 


I ' 

! Estimated  | Births  Deaths  | Infant  j Maternal 


Y ear 

i 

Resident 

Population 

Mid-Year 

j No. 

Crude 

Rate* 

No.  ! 

1 Mortality  i 

Crude  Rate  t j 
Rate* 

Mortality 
Rate  f 

1951 

40,670 

1 

700 

17.2 

496 

12.2  i 

46 

1.39 

1952 

40,710 

672 

16.5 

1 438 

10.8  1 

33 

1 0.00 

1953 

41,430 

697 

17.2 

I 428 

10.3  1 

30 

0.00 

1954 

41,110 

658 

16.0 

458 

11.1  1 

35 

0.00 

1955 

41,160 

613 

14.9 

431 

10.5  j 

51 

0.00 

1956  ! 

41,160 

629 

15.8 

485 

11.8  ! 

28 

4.50 

19^7  1 

41,120 

661 

16.1 

467 

11.4  1 

38 

1.46 

1958  ! 

41,140 

631 

1‘.3 

480 

ll.n 

33 

0.00 

1959  i 

41,550 

; 666  i 

16.0 

444 

10.7  ! 

5 8 

0.00 

1960  1 

41,890 

676  i 

1 

16.1 

448 

10.7  ! 

1 

21 

1 0.00 

1 

* Per  1,000  population,  (total.) 

t Per  1,000  live  births,  (registered.) 

t Per  1,000  (live  and  st'll)  births  (registered.) 


Table  Showing  changes  in  Certain  Vital  Statistics  over  a period 

of  10  years. 


Table  16. 


Population 

Births 

Crude  Birth  Rate  ... 

Deaths 

Crude  Death  Rate 
Infant  Deaths 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Deaths  from  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever  Cases  

Typhoid  Fever  Cases 
Diphtheria  Cases  ... 


1896 

1921 

1960 

58,000 

71,580 

41,890 

2,157 

2,298 

67fl 

38.09 

31.82 

16.1 

1.083 

851 

448 

19.00 

13.03 

10.7 

394 

270 

15 

182 

117 

21 

212 

126 



553 

378 

SI 

108 

6 

2 

57 

130 

— 
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Tablk  17 

New  cases  and  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  during  1h60: 


ISEW  Cases  Deaths 


Age  ' 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary  j 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

M i 

F 

M j 

F ! 

M 

F 

M 

! F 

L’nd  1 1 ... 

1 

1-4 

1 

5-14 

1 

15-24 

... 

7 

"i 

25-44 

6 

2 ! 

1 

1 

♦ . . 

45-64 

f 

1 ; 

1 

1 

• . • 

65--T4  j 

2 

j 

75  & over 

... 

i 

1 

Totals 

16 

i 10 

1 1 

i 4 

3 

...  1 

'rABLH  18 


Notifications  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  past  five  years: 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

N on-Pulmonary 

Year 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1956  ... 

23 

5 

5 

1 

1957  

24 

6 

5 

— 

1958  

41 

5 

3 

1959  

22 

5 

1 

~ 

I960  

26 

3 

5 

The  number  of 

cases  bn  the 

Tuberculosis  Register 

werefiaisT! 

follows:  --  ' 

. rii 

- . 

>'■  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  TptaU^: 

ffy-  M. 

F. 

Decrmber  31st.;  I 956 

161 

136 

December  8 1st,  1957 

160  : 

.,J9  .34 

r 3'45 

December  3 1 st,’  1958 

170 

131 

,36 

355  ■ 

December  3 1st,'' 1959 

172 

136 

I?:.  36  , 

' -T  361 

December  31st»  1960 

167 

149 

19 ::  39. 

: 374' 

1 i 

9 0 

per  1,000  civilian  population. 

fehsdj/iiclu 

iS6i 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES— 1951-1960 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE- 195 1-I960 


